
How to buy a 
musical instrument online
This guide provides some tips on how to safely buy an instrument online.

studentinstruments.com.au

Keys and plating
The key work on a clarinet will be plated with either nickel or silver (on rare occasions gold). Nickel plate is 

durable; does not tarnish as easily as silver; and has a shiny, attractive luster. Silver plate is very attractive with a 
warm, brilliant appearance; has a nice feel to the touch; but tarnishes easily compared to nickel plate. With care 
silver-plated keys can remain free of tarnish and retain their beauty throughout the instrument’s life.
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